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STATEMENT OF ALPHA CENTER

SIOUX FALLS

FRIDAY, MAY 27, 2011

Re: Lawsuit Filed by Planned Parenthood

Attacking South Dakota House Bill 1217

Planned Parenthood filed its anticipated lawsuit today, which attacks South Dakota’s new law (HB 1217) designed to protect pregnant mothers against coercion and the negligence and dereliction of Planned Parenthood. Alpha Center today has forwarded the necessary paperwork to the Department of Health to register as a Pregnancy Help Center under HB 1217. The law recognizes the important role Pregnancy Help Centers play in protecting the constitutional rights of pregnant mothers.

The South Dakota Law represents remedial legislation necessary to protect the constitutional rights of pregnant mothers against the bad practices and dereliction of abortion providers.

Alpha Center has established procedures and policies for the 1217 clients and has instructed its attorneys to prepare papers to file with the Federal District Court on behalf of Alpha Center to intervene in the case in a similar manner to its intervention in Planned Parenthood v. Rounds involving South Dakota’s 2005 Informed Consent Statute. We have every confidence that the law will be upheld as a proper and necessary state action to protect the fundamental rights of pregnant mothers. The State Legislature recognized that many women lose children they prefer to keep and raise. The magnitude of their loss for the rest of their lives counsels for better protection of the rights of those mothers. 

Alpha Center, together with other Pregnancy Help Centers, will schedule a press conference sometime in the next couple of weeks to make its plans known.

In connection with today’s filing, all press inquires should be directed to our attorneys:

Harold J. Cassidy, Esq.

The Cassidy Law Firm

732-747-3999

732-757-5570
