South Dakota House Bill 1217

The law is the logical extension of the 2005 SD 1166 Informed Consent Bill.

House Bill 1217 focuses on preventing a major problem that is now undeniable: most abortions are the product of some level of coercion, and the fact that the physician does not do a proper assessment to determine the women’s circumstances, and whether she is being coerced, and whether she really wants her child.

Here is what the law requires:

1.   Only a physician can schedule a surgical or medical abortion, and only after

the doctor has met with the pregnant mother, has done an assessment, and has

determined that there is no coercion;
2.   The doctor cannot schedule the abortion in less than 72 hours after the initial

consultation and assessment by the physician;

3.   The women must be referred to a Pregnancy Help Center after the initial

assessment and before an abortion can be performed. The pregnancy help

center provides the mother with all of the information available on what

services and financial help are available to help her keep and raise her child.

The Act defines pregnancy help centers and they cannot perform abortions or

refer women for an abortion;

4.   If after the woman meets with the pregnancy help center she decides to give

up her rights and have the abortion, the doctor can proceed as long as the

woman provides the date, place, center and name of the person who

counseled her at the pregnancy help center;

5.   The physician cannot take a signed consent until the day of the scheduled

abortion and only after complying with all informed consent requirements;

6.   The law also requires screening for risk factors and disclosure of the risk

factors; and

7.   The law sets up certain presumptions in a cause of action where the mother

sues the physician for failure to comply with the law.

* The legal team representing the Alpha Center is providing their services free of charge.

