Why South Dakota House Bill 1217 is Necessary
The following excerpts from affidavits provided by women who were coerced by someone else to have an abortion along with an excerpt from the last abortion doctor to provide abortions in South Dakota provide direct evidence as to why this law in needed.

Brittany, Coerced by Boyfriend: “In September 2005, I was pressured into having an abortion I did not want…(After finding out I was pregnant), I wanted to keep my baby and that was the only option for me.  I was scared…‘Joe’ (father of my baby) told me not to tell anybody that I was pregnant…he would lose his job…I felt pressured into having the abortion…At no time did I ever want an abortion…No one that day, including the counselor and the doctor who did the abortion ever asked me about my illness or my medication.  No one discussed with me whether my medical condition placed me at any particular risk.  No one ever discussed my history at all… There was no discussion about the reason for the abortion… In fact, there was no counseling at all.  No discussion of risks.  There was no information about how I could keep my baby, or what organizations were available to give me assistance…There wasn’t a single question about my baby’s father, or whether anyone was pressuring me…I began to cry.  I was bawling…I can’t ever remember feeling so helpless and distraught…It was made known to me that all Planned Parenthood did at this clinic was perform abortions…I wanted and needed to be rescued…He (Dr. Van Oppen) did not discuss why I was having the abortion or ask whether anyone was pressuring me to have the abortion.”
Vixie, Coerced by Spouse: “In 1979, I was forced to have an abortion, I did not want, in a clinic in Rapid City…My husband abused me verbally and physically…He (husband) then told me I was going to have an abortion.  I told him no…He would hit me with an open hand…Sometimes he would hold the gun in his hand when he made his demands… This time he was violent and took me to the clinic…There was no private counseling.  When I was put in the room and saw the doctor, I asked him to stop everything, but he said it was too late.”
Ale, Coerced by Parent: “When I found out I was pregnant, I told my mother.  She told me I had to have an abortion.  It was not my idea and I wasn’t permitted to tell my father.  My mother scheduled the abortion and drove me to Dr. Williams’ office for the abortion. I received no counseling and I was never asked if the abortion was my idea.”
Dr. Patti Giebink, Former South Dakota Abortion Doctor:  “There was constant pressure to ‘sell’ surgery at Planned Parenthood...The need for revenue was a constant topic at Planned Parenthood and it interfered with proper counseling of the women…The pressure was to perform as many abortions as possible…The philosophy at the clinic was that the woman made her decision to have an abortion before she arrived and so there was no real need for a decision making process…As a physician, I was forbidden to be involved in counseling at all.  It wasn’t just a matter of my not being permitted to participate in the development of proper disclosures, written and oral.  I wasn’t permitted to speak to the women at all…When I said that I needed time to speak with the women, I was chastised and told ‘You are not the counselor,’ and ‘You’re not supposed to talk to the women,’ and that ‘Your job was to do the abortion.’  I was told ‘We hire people for the counseling, not you.’  When I said I was responsible, I was told that it was not my business.  Planned Parenthood did not follow normal accepted standards of medical practice…No screening for coercion was done and no one properly counseled women who would cry.”
